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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


September,  1987  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied'  for  membership”  T f ' no  wri tten  objecti ons  are  received  by  Novem- 
ber 1,  1987,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2232 - MT  Robert  Kokotailo,  Box  30299,  Station  B,  Calgary,  Alberta, 

Canada  T2M  4P2 

(Ancient  & Medieval,  Counterfeits  & Forgeries) 

2233- MT  Nyle  C.  Monday,  900  James  Road,  #3,  Bakersfield,  Cal.  93308 

(Japanese  Coins  & Paper,  Asian  Cash) 

2234  Prashant  P.  Kulkarni,  10  Vaibhav  Building,  203  Shi vajinagar, 
Nagpur  440010,  India 

(Coins  of  Akbar,  Jahangir,  Maratha  Confederacy,  Sultans 
of  India,  and  Medals  of  Indian  Princely  States) 

2235- MT  Barbara  Betty,  13285  N.  Walton  Road,  Pocatello,  Idaho  83202 

(World  Types 

2236- MT  Wallace  Widtman,  10206  Best  Dr.,  Dallas,  Texas  75229 

(Ancient  Greek  & Roman,  Mexico,  England,  Austria) 
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Pub.  1972,  48pp , illus. 

Robert  Plemmons 
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**★***★★*********★*★*********'*'******■***★*****'*'******★*********■*'*'*'■*•*★** 
AN  INTERESTING  COIN  OF  ABDERA 

R.  R.  Kutchev , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1289 

The  city  of  Abdera,  a maritime  town  of  Hispania  Boetica,  was  first 
founded  by  the  Carthaginians  on  the  shores  of  the  Medi terranean  Sea, 
near  the  gulf  of  Almeria.  The  early  coins  of  Abdera  are  Roman  Im- 
perial and  are  of  Tiberius,  who  it  seems  founded  a col  only  there. 
However,  the  city  appears  not  to  have  been  honoured  with  the  rank  of 

icipium"  by  the  Emperor. 

A remarkable  coin  with  the  laureated  head 
of  Tiberius  on  the  obverse  and  a tetra- 
style  temple,  of  which  two  of  its  columns 
have  the  forms  of  fish,  is  on  the  reverse, 
was  issued  by  Abdera.  The  letters 
"A  B D E R A"  appear  between  the  columns 
and  Phoenician  characters,  meaning  Abdera, 
are  inscribed  in  the  pediment  of  the  tem- 
ple. The  two  fish  are  supposed  to  repre- 
sent the  tunny  fish  which  abounded  in  the 
nearby  sea  and  were  sacred  to  Neptune.  It  was  the  practice  of  the 
area  fishermen  to  offer  one  of  their  catch  to  Neptune  as  a propitiation. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
SEVERUS  OFFERS  HIMSELF  FOR  ADOPTION 


e liner  uuiunid  ur  ui  nur 


The  reverse  of  several  coins  of  Septimum 
Severus  depicts  the  Emperor  with  a laurel- 
led head  and  in  the  imperial  pal udamentum, 
standing  with  a small  victory  in  his  right 
hand  a spear  in  his  left.  He  is  being 
crowned  by  a military  figure  who  is  hold- 
ing a club  in  his  left  hand.  The  inscrip- 
tion is  "DIVD  M PI  I F P M TR  P III  COS  II 
P P"  and  with  11 S C"  in  the  exergue. 


These  coins  serve  to  commemorate  the  oc- 
casion when  Severus  offered  himself  to  adoption  by  Marcus  Aruelius, 
who  had  been  dead  for  fifteen  years.  This  extraordinary  circumstance 
occurred  in  the  year  of  Rom  948  (A.D.  195).  Severus  further  promised 
to  emulate  in  his  government  the  example  of  Marcus  Aurelius  and  also 
called  the  form  Emperor  Commodus  his  own  brother.  (R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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A COPPER  COIN  OF  THE 
SAROKHANIDS 

Garb  Kurkman,  Istanbul , Turkey 

(Through  the  courtesy  of  Kenneth  M.  Mackenzie 9 NI  #Z64.  Tenafly s NJ) 


Sarukhan  Bey,  an  Amir  of  the  Germiyanid  family,  was  originally  one  of 
the  commanders  of  the  Seljuq  Sultan  Ma'sud  II.  After  offering  his 
services  to  the  Germiyanids,  he  settled  in  Lidya  area  approximately 
from  the  year  AH  700  (1300  AD)  on,  with  his  capital  at  Manisa. 


Sarnkhan  Bey,  who  was  the  son  of  Alpagi  of  the  Turkmen  race,  leading 
other  Turkmen,  continued  his  inarch  to  the  Aegean  coast  and  he  founded 
his  own  Beyl i k after  conquering  the  cities  of  Mar.isa,  Menemen,  Demlrci, 
Turgutlu,  Salihli,  Ala^ehTr,  Akhisar  and  Gorduk. 

We  know  that  after  the  Sarukhan  Bey,  the  following  Beys  became  the 
rulers:  Ilyas  Bey,  Ishaq  Bey,  Urkhan  Bey  and  his  brother  Khidr  $ah 

Bey. 

The  mangvr  that  I discovered,  which  is  the  main  subject  of  this  ar- 
ticle, reveals  the  fact  that  Ishaq  Bey  had  another  son  besides  Urkhan 
and  Khtdr  Sah.  This  mang^r  bearing  the  date  AH  814  shows  that  his 
father's  name  was  Ishaq,_his  name  was  Sarhan  and  he  had  made  great  ef- 
forts to  keep  the  SaruKhan  Beyl i k alive. 

The  publications  about  the  Sarukhanid  Beylik,  and  the  other  known 
information  state  that  the  Sarukhanid  Beylik  had  ended  in  AH  813 
(1410  AD)  by  the  Ottomans  (1). 

Halil  Ethem,  in  his  section  about  the  S3rukh5nids  in  the  Duvel-i  Is- 
lamiye  (2)  (pg.227),  shows  his  source  of  origin  as  Ahmed  Tevhid's 
article  in  T.O.E.M. , and  he  states  that  "Following  Ishaq  bey,  his 
own  son,  Urkhan  became  Bey  --  after  the  Timur  invasion  --  and  in  a 
very  short  time  he  was  replaced  by  his  brother  Khidr  Bey.  It  is 
written  that  Khidr  bey  was  executed  in  AH  815,  but "the  source  of 
oriain  is  unknown."  We  do  not  know  how  Ahmed  Tevhid  found  the  date 
AH  815. 

This  AH  814  dated  coin  which  belongs  to  Ishaq  Bey's  third  son  Sarhan 
Bey,  supports  the  idea  that  Khidr  §ah  must  have  been  killed  before  814. 

The  date  AH  814  is  easily  legible  on  the  above  mentioned  mangrr.  This 
proves  that  the  Sarukhanid  Beylik  was  still  in  existence  at  least  up 
until  the  year  of  AH  814  (1411  AD). 

In  the  sentences  below  which  are  taken  from  the  book  Dustumame-z 
Enverr  (paces  25,  38  and  89),  the  same  "Sarhan"  is  easily  leaible. 
However,  the  two  different  soel lings  of  Sarkhan  (or  Serkhan)  - as  is  seen 
in  Dusturname-t  Enverx  (3)  does  not  resemble  the  spellings  on  the 
copoer  coin  which  is  the  subject  of  this  article. 
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+ m * , 

j)X  <s*)3  JvS  »&s*  ^ 


jk>l  jU n JC 
^ J U ^L.,1  jLJ 


By  leaving  the  correct  spelling  to  the  historians,  I come  to  the  con- 
clusion that:  Ishaq  Bey's  grandfather's  real  name  (whom  the  historians 
call  Sarukhan)  could  in  fact  have  been  Sarkhan,  and  the  Ishaq  Bey 
could  have  named  his  son,  whose  existence  we  didn't  know  about,  after 
his  grandfather. 


And  I illustrate  now  the  two  drawings  and  readings  of  this  mangiv. 


Obverse : 

Sar 
hern  b. 
(i)shak 

17  mm.  1.10  gr. 


Reverse : 

Khallada  Mulkahu 
814  AH 

(Author's  collection  #194) 
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20  mm. 


1.60  gr. 


814  AH  (C.  Clcer's  Collection  #6882) 


GENEALOGICAL  TABLE 
SAPUKHANIDS 


^ Alpafei 

Ali  Pasha  Sarjian  Bey 

Sarukhan-  Serkhan  liA^r3 
i 1 1 — i — - — r 

Dawlet  Khan  Suleyman  Ilyas  Bey 

I 

Ishaq  Bey 


9u&a  Bey 
(4) 

■ — i _ 

Urkhan 


Urkhan  Bey  Sarkhan  Bey 


Khidr  Bey 


References : 

[11  C.  E.  Bosworth,  Islam  Devletteri  Tarih 
(Istanbul,  1980,  pg.  325.) 

[2]  H.  Ethem,  Duvel-i  Islamiye,  (Istanbul,  1340AH) 

[3]  Dursturname-i  Enverti  T.T.E.K.  15,  Istanbul,  1929. 

[4]  I.H.  Uzuncarsili,  Anadol u Beylikleri  (T.T.K.,  Ankara, 

1969,  pg.  87) 

*********★*****■**********'*'*★*  ***★★•*"*■★'4;  ★***★★**•*■***★*****★*■*•*★'*"*"*'*  ******* 

THE  0B0L  AND  THE  FRACTIONAL  0B0LS 


In  the  ancient  Attic  system  of  weights  and  denominations,  the  drachm 
is  67.5  grains  and  the  obol  is  11.25  grains.  The  Athenians  also 
struck  five  coins  smaller  than  the  small  obol.  The  Tritemorion,  or 
3/4  obol,  of  8.45  grains;  the  Hemiobol,  or  1/2  obol,  of  5.62  grains; 
the  Tri hemi tartemorion , or  3/8  obol,  of  4.2  grains;  the  Tetartemori on , 
or  1/4  obol,  of  2.8  grains;  and  the  Hemi tartemorion , or  1/8  obol,  of 
1.4  grains.  With  480  grains  to  the  ounce,  it  is  astonishing  that  any 
of  these  tiny  coins  have  survived  to  this  day.  These  coins  are  so 
small  that  it  would  take  the  last  three  mentioned  coins  to  cover  the 
date  on  a US  Lincoln  Cent. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


*★**********★★*★**★****★*★**★****★***★*******★★*★★***★********  ■*■*★**** 


AUGUSTUS'  DOLPHIN  AND  ANCHOR  SYMBOL 


The  dolphin  entwined  around  an 
anchor  was  at  one  time  a symbol  of 
the  Roman  Emperor  Augustus.  Here 
it  is  seen  on  a sestertius  of  the 
Emperor  Domitian,  the  youngest  son 
of  the  Flavian  Emperor  Vespasian, 
and  brother  to  the  Emperor  Titus. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  NACUQUINAS  COINS  OE  TUCUMAN 
ARGENTINA  1820/21 


J.  Alma  Ott,  Provo , Utah , USA,  NI  # 2145 


In  1820  the  government  of  the  province  of  Tucumcin,  Argentina,  under 
the  leadership  of  Bernabg  ArSoz,  built  a Casa  de  Moneda  (House  of 
Coin)  to  strike  coins  to  compensate  for  the  lack  of  legal  coinage 
circulating  in  their  province.  The  coins  made  were  of  the  macquinas 
(cob)  type,  patterned  after  those  struck  in  Potosi. 

Only  pieces  of  the  two  reales  denomination  are  known  today.  There 
are  many  varieties,  but  were  struck  in  basically  two  different  types: 
the  first  attributed  to  the  official  coining:  and  the  second  to  anony- 
mous private  stri kings. 

Both  types  have  the  two  pillars  over  water  and  the  legend  "PLVS  VLTRA" 
(More  Beycnd)  on  the  obverse  along  with  the  date.  The  reverse  is  the 
typical  Spanish  Colonial  castles  and  lions  divided  by  a cross.  Some 
carry  the  mintmark  "Tn"  while  others  do  not.  All  of  these  coins  from 
Tucumdn  have  incomplete  and  blundered  fictitious  dates:  i.e.,  "752", 
"577",  "257",  and  "758". 

After  these  coins  were  struck,  prompt  appearance  of  counterfeits  forced 
Governor  Araoz  to  declare  to  the  public  which  ones  were  genuine  and 
which  ones  were  the  counterfeit  coins.  This  method  was  unsure  and 
extremely  confusing  as  no  overstamp  or  mark  was  struck  on  the  coins. 
This  further  discredited  the  value  of  these  coins,  and  was  the  cause 
for  the  necessity  of  lowering  the  nominal  value  of  all  coins  circu- 
lating in  Tucuman  in  1824. 

Shortly  thereafter  a new  governor,  Javier  Lopez,  stepped  into  office 
and  took  these  coins  completely  out  of  circulation  in  an  attempt  to 
regain  some  sanity  to  the  monetary  confusion. 

Some  private  strikes  from  Tucuman  can  be  differentiated  from  the  of- 
ficial ones  by  their  workmanship,  especially  because  of  the  mistakes 
made  when  the  castles  and  lions  were  designed.  The  lions  on  the  pri- 
vate issues  are  sometimes  facing  right,  sometimes  facing  left,  and  in 
many  cases  they  are  deformed,  the  differences  between  the  better  pri- 
vate strikes  and  the  official  coins  are  often  very  difficult  to  dif- 
ferentiate, and  usually  only  a collector  with  experience  in  these  types 
of  pieces  can  classify  them  correctly. 

Source : 

Arnoldo  J.  Cunietti -Ferrando,  MONEDAS  DE  LA  REPUBLIC A ARGENTINA, 

1978  and  1983  Editions 

*********★***********★**********************'*'**'*'***********  ****■*"*"***** 

THREE  MINTS?  Dr.  Napoleon  Gomez  Urrutia,  who  holds  a doctorate  in 
economics , is  General  Director  of  the  three  operatina  mints  in  Mexico. 
Two  in  Mexico  City  and  the  third  in  San  Luis  Potosi  in  the  Mexican 
State  of  the  same  name 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


J.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln , Nebraska f NI  #LM~12 

No.  28  - MICHAEL  II,  THE  ARMOR I AN 
Also  (The  Stammerer)  820-829 

Still  fettered,  Michael  was  brought  from  his  palace  to  be  crowned 
emperor,  thus  fulfilling  an  old  prophecy. 

Like  Justin  I he  was  a soldier  of  little  education  but  much  ability 
who  had  risen  from  the  ranks,  having  married  one  of  the  daughters  of 
his  general  on  the  way,  the  fulfillment  of  an  old  soothsayer's  words. 
The  Byzantines  were  very  superstitious  and  this  was  still  very  discern- 
ible in  my  Istanbul  days. 

His  son,  Theophilus,  he  associated  with  himself  almost  at  once. 

One  of  his  companions,  Thomas,  considering  the  imperial  throne  a free- 
for-all,  soon  led  a revolt  against  Michael,  claiming  that  he  himself 
was  a son  of  Constantine  VI.  With  the  aid  of  the  Eastern  Provinces 
and  of  the  Arabs  he  was  able  to  besiege  the  capital  for  nearly  a year. 
(Even  now,  if  you  could  see  the  ruins  of  the  land  walls  you  would 
realize  how  this  was  possible.)  By  a dramatic  policy  change,  it  was 
the  new  Bulgarian  ruler  who  helped  Michael  crush  the  revolt.  Thomas 
and  his  "son"  were  put  to  death  in  a revolting  manner,  abominable  even 
for  the  Byzantines,  whose  passionate  concern  with  Christian  theology 
and  worship  make  a most  peculiar  contrast  with  their  actual  behavior. 

Apart  from  the  damage  to  the  Empire  that  any  civil  war  would  bring, 
it  also  caused  the  loss  of  Crete  and  part  of  Sicily  to  the  Arabs. 
Historically  this  latter  was  to  be  far  more  important  to  the  future 
than  anyone  dreamed.  When  the  Norman  conquered  Sicily  in  their  turn, 
it  lead  to  the  establishment  of  the  great  Hohenstauffen  dynasty.  In 
their  liberal  court  East  and  West  met  intellectually  and  the  scientif- 
ic wisdom  of  Islam,  centuries  ahead  of  the  West,  was  introduced  to  the 
latter  by  the  Muslim  and  Jewish  scholars  there,  the  great  intellectual 
flowering  that  preceded  the  Renaissance. 

Michael  was  a capable  ruler  who  avoided  sides  in  the  iconoclastic  con- 
troversy and  religious  dissension  died  down.  Unusual  for  the  Empire, 
Michael  died  a peaceful  death  (kidney  disease)  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son  Theophilus. 


The  Coinage 


Michael's  coins  are  not  common  but  his  Constantinople  follis  is  a very 
handsome,  well  struck  piece  and  I saw  a number  in  the  bazaars  over  the 
years.  The  Syracuse  pieces  are  poor  and  often  overstruck  on  coins  of 
earlier  reigns. 

Only  the  two  mints  struck  and  both  the  Wroth  and  Goodacre  catalogues 
show  some  confusion  as  to  which  coins  actually  belong  to  Michael  II. 

It  must  be  remembered  no  coins  are  dated,  are  of  the  same  style  as 
past  issues,  and  in  no  sense  are  they  portraits.  The  younger,  or 
associate,  ruler  is  invariably  shown  beardless.  In  the  case  of  no 
associate,  then  the  ruler  himself  is  shown  on  each  side. 
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The  Coins 


Silver  Miliaresion  ( Constantinople ) 


Again  only  Constantinople  struck  silver,  the  usual  miliarestion  which 
is  not  uncommon. 


GOLD: 


Constantinople,  Struck  only  sol i di  of  which  there  are  two  types. 

i)  Michael  alone,  bearded  on  each  side,  an  exceedingly  rare 
coin.  Obverse  * miXAHL  bASIL€'  and  "1"  in  field.  Michael 
wears  the  chlamys.  Reverse  (DlXAHl  bASIL€W'€  but  wear- 
ing loros. 


Solidus  (type  ii)  s Constantinople 
Michael  and  Theophilus 

ii)  Obverse  as  type  i).  Reverse  eeoFi  lot>6SP/+  (B  or 

E or  X).  Theophilus  wears  the  loros. 

Syracuse.  Struck  three  types  of  gold. 

A.  Solidus. 

i)  Michael  alone,  often  a small,  thick  flan,  an  ex- 
tremely rare  coin.  Both  sides  have  miXAHL  fol- 
lowed by  an  uncertain  legend. 

ii)  The  obverse  is  the  same  but  the  reverse  has  the 
beardless  Theophilus  and  the  legend  ee  otlLObA 
(variants).  However  he  wears  the  chlamys  while 
his  father  wears  the  loros.  (Hence,  some  of  the 
confusion  of  past  identifications.)  There  are 
two  variants  of  type  ii,  in  the  second  of  which 
Theophilus  wears  the  loros.  The  coins  themselves 
are  on  small  thick  flans,  a common  characteristic 
of  Syracusan  coins  from  some  time  in  the  past. 
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Solidus  (type  ii) , Syracuse  Semissis , Syracuse 

Hote  pellets  and  chlamys 


B.  Semissis.  There  are  variants  of  the  same  type  often  on 
small  thick  flans.  The  obverse  bears  the  bust  of  Michael 
with  mi  XAHLbA  (variants).  The  reverse  has  the  beard- 
less Theophilus;  in  one  variety  he  wears  the  chlamys, 

in  the  other  the  loros.  The  legend  are  variants  of 
06OFILO  oe  . 

C.  Tremissis.  This  also  appears  as  three  variants.  In 
these  cases  the  flans  are  seldom  small,  a fact  which 
has  probably  helped  add  to  the  confusion  of  identifi- 
cation. The  obverse  bears  the  bust  of  Michael  and  the 
legend  mi  XAHLbA  (variants).  The  reverse  has  the 
beardless  Theophilus  and  he  may  be  wearing  either  the 
chlamys  or  the  loros.  The  legends  are  variants  of 

ee  otiL  (OS)  or  (OE) . 

COPPER: 


ConstantinoDle.  The  one  type  of  follis  as  illustrated  below. 


Follis,  Constantinople 


Follis,  Syracuse 


Syracuse.  The  follis,  very  small,  has  facing  busts  of  both  rulers  on 
the  obverse  and  the  legend,  when  visible,  (DlXAHL  S ©€06 
or  variants.  The  reverse  as  illustrated  above.  Specimens 
are  often  restruck. 


Note : There  are  a number  of  variants  of  the  different  legends  on 

Michael  1 1 1 s coins,  the  result  of  poorly  cut  dies  and  poor  striking. 


"GREEK  IMPERIAL  COINS"  usually  refers  to  the  local  coinages  of  the 
Roman  Empire  issued  by  the  Greek  cities  and  the  Roman  Colonies  through- 
out the  Mediterranean  World,  even  as  far  west  as  Spain  and  Britian. 
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AN  UNKNOWN  COIN  OF  THE  CRUSADERS 


Roberto  Pesant,  Key  Biscayne , Florida,  NI  # 2196 

Over  twenty  years  ago,  A.  J.  Seltman^  wrote  an  illustrated  article 
about  sixteen  coins  of  the  Crusaders  which  apparently  had  never  before 
been  published.  He  described  the  numbered  3 coin  as  follows:  "AE. 

Obv.  (?)  IXTI  in  large  letters;  above  (?)  C.  ; border  of  dots.  Rev.: 
Unidentified  design;  border  of  dots.  0.83  gm."  He  further  pointed 
out  that  the  flan  was  octagonal,  that  the  legend  was  unexplainable 
and  that  there  was  no  obvious  parallel  in  Crusader  coinage.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  brief  paper  is  to  discuss  this  coin  in  order  to  draw 
attention  to  it  and  hope  that  further  information  would  be  forthcoming. 
It  is  illustrated  here  as  Figure  1. 


Figure  1 (reduced  size ) 

Following  the  disastrous  defeat  of  the  Crusaders  by  Saladin  at  Hattin 
in  1187,  shortly  thereafter  Jerusalem  fell  after  a siege  of  fourteen 
weeks  and  the  Latin  Kingdom  was  reduced  to  a small  coastal  strip  in- 
cluding the  city  of  Tyre;  this  last  being  saved  by  the  chance  arrival 
of  Conrad  of  Montferrat  with  a small  band  of  warriors  at  the  time  when 
the  ungarrisoned  inhabitants  had  agreed  to  Saladin' s terms  of  surrender. 

I believe  that  this  coin  belongs  to  that  period  when  Guy  of  Lusignan, 
King  of  Jerusalem,  together  with  other  Crusaders,  partially  regained 
some  of  the  lost  lands,  including  the  important  city  of  Acre.  A care- 
ful study  of  the  side  denominated  by  Seltman  as  Reverse  indicates  a 
crude  representation  of  a building  which  would  be  in  keeping  with  the 
custom  of  the  other  coinage  of  the  kingdom  as  for  example,  the  Tower 
of  David  and  the  Holy  Sepulchre  which  were  used  so  extensively. 

The  top  of  the  building  has  sloped  lines  outlining 
a dome,  while  the  interior  ones  denote  a ribbing 
much  as  the  ones  in  the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre, 
as  indicated  in  Figure  2.  However,  the  dome  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre  consists  of  straight  lines  in  a pyra- 
midal design,  while  the  strokes  of  the  coin  in 
question  form  a slight  bulge  instead. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  building  so  crudely  portrayed 
in  Seltman' s coin  is  imitative  of  the  one  found  in 
a rare  coin  attributed  to  King  Guy  of  Lusignan  and 
classified  by  G.  Schl umberger^  as  III,  25,  which  is 
shown  here  as  Figure  3.  This  rare  coin,  either  in 
poor  billon  or  copper,  portrays  the  mosque  of  Qobbet- 
es-Sakrah,  of  Omar,  otherwise  known  as  The  Dome  of 
the  Rock,  as  first  identified  by  de  Vogue. 3 This 
building  was  converted  into  a Christian  church  and  donated  to  the 
Order  of  the  Temple.  It  appears  likewise  in  the  seal  of  the  Order, 
and  with  its  great  dome  over  a rotunda,  was  known  as  the  Tempi  urn 
Domini.  De  Vogue  felt  that  its  portrayal  in  the  coin  of  Guy  of 


Figure  2 


Figure  S 
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Lusignan  was  in  recogintion  of  the  brave  defenders  of  Jerusalem. 

Insofar  as  the  Obverse,  where  the  lettering  occurs,  nothing  convincing 
can  be  deduced.  Later,  in  the  rare  deniers  of  the  Lords  of  Tyre,  of 
Philip  (1243-70),  and  John  (1270-83),  of  the  house  of  Montfort,  Tyre 
is  designated  SUR,  as  was  commonly  known  to  the  Arabs,  but  on  John's 
seal,  as  depicted  by  J.  Wilkinson, 4 the  legend  reads  + DOMINI  • TYRI  ; 
ECCE  TYRVS.  Nevertheless,  I do  not  believe  that  the  two  letters 
TI  are  meant  to  represent  Tyre;  nor  for  that  matter  should  IX  be  some- 
how equated  to  the  IC-XC  found  often  in  the  early  coins  of  other  Cru- 
sader States  imitative  of  contemporary  Byzantine  folles. 

One  last  thought  regarding  this  unknown  coin.  Contrary  to  the  other 
states  founded  by  the  Crusaders,  the  Latin  Kingdom  minted  its  oboles, 
as  fractional  value  of  its  deniers,  in  the  same  metal  as  the  latter, 
that  is,  in  billon,  except  for  the  TURRIS  DAVIT  coins  which  are  be- 
lieved to  have  been  struck  as  coin  of  necessity  during  the  siege  of 
Jerusalem  in  1187.  Therefore,  the  fact  that  this  coin,  as  in  the  case 
of  its  supposed  prototype,  is  of  copper,  would  help  rather  than  hinder 
its  supposed  provenance;  specially  at  a time  when  the  kingdom  was  in 
such  dire  circumstances. 
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VICTORIA'S  GOLDEN  JUBILEE  PORTRAIT 


For  Queen  Victoria's  Golden  Jubilee  in  1887,  Sir  J.  Beohm  designed  a 
new  head  of  the  queen  for  the  coins  of  England.  The  engraving  was 
done  by  L.  C.  Wyon  and  this  "Jubilee"  head  of  Victoria  was  continued 
on  the  coinage  until  1892. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


213 


PAPER  TOKEN  CURRENCY  IN  OTTOMAN  TURKEY 
— A PRIVATE  ISSUE  FROM  LESVOS 


Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie > Tenafly 3 NJS  NI  # 364 


Various  tokens  made  of  brass  or  tin,  as  well  as  countermarked  copper 
or  bronze  coins  were  in  use  at  the  time  when  paper  (cardboard)  tokens 
were  issued  by  municipalities,  churches,  cafes  and  other  businesses 
in  all  parts  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  This  happened  because  of  a chronic 
scarcity  of  small  change  which  occurred  in  the  Empire  during  the  finan- 
cial chaos  in  the  1870s.  This  situation  was  caused  by  serious  troubles  in 
the  Balkans  and  a disastrous  war  with  Russia  followed  by  bankruptcy 
in  October  1875  and  the  depositions  of  sultans  Abdul  Aziz  and  Murad  V. 


Demonetized  copper  coins  of  Abdul  Mecid  and  Abdul  Aziz  were  obtained 
in  bulk  by  the  Greek  Church  authorities  and  countermarked  for  use  in 
villages  on  the  islands  of  Thasos,  Lesvos,  and  remote  areas  of  Anatolia 
and  Thrace.  This  alleviated  the  shortage  of  small  change  as  described 
by  the  travellers  (1)  and  subsequently  catalogued  by  numi smatists  (2,3). 

PERAMA  fig.  Cal  , top ; fig.  L bl,  below 
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Paper  tokens  were  also  used  exten- 
sively by  the  churches,  especially 
in  and  near  Constantinople  in  the 
late  1870s  (4).  (These  became  re- 
dundant after  the  massive  issue  of 
the  one  kurus  ka'ime  Cprinted  tete- 
beche  in  sheets  and  perforated  like 
stamps!  under  Abdul  Hamid  II,  1876.) 
Some  were  issued  in  the  Turkish  Ae- 
gian  islands  of  Nissyros  and,  at 
least  in  four  villages  on  Chios. 
Such  tokens  are  scarce  now  since 
they  were  quickly  worn  out  by  con- 
stant handling  (5,6,7).  Similar 
tokens  may  have  been  used  on  the 
island  of  Lesvos  but  none  have  been 
reported  except  for  two  unusual  pri- 
vate issues  (42  x 30  cm.)  described 
below: 


M 
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Value:  40  paras  [parades).  The 
two  lines  of  text  above  the  numeral 
"40"  denote  that  it  was  issued  for 
use  in  (and  around)  the  Factory 
(English)  in  Perama,  which  was  one 
of  the  biggest  tanneries  in  the 
Balkans  at  thattime.  It  was  actu- 

ally  situated  just  north  of  the 

town  at  a place  called  Sourlangas. 

The  abbreviation  to  the  left  of  the  numeral  "40"  in  fig.  (cl)  and  nke- 
wise  the  letter  "M"  in  fig.  (b)  is  for  metziti  which  is  the  equivalent 
of  the  Turkish  para  value.  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  word  may 
mean  "half"  (derived  from  the  Italian  language),  or  alternately  be  a cor- 
ruDtion  of  the  Turkish  monetary  unit  of  mecidiye.  Professor  M.  A. 
Vakalopoulous  in  his  work  on  Thasos  noted  that  in  1902,  thirty-t  ree 
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bronze  coins  called  bakira  had  a value  of  one  metziti , and  that  a 
bakira  was  equal  to  forty  parades. 


The  word  metz  appears  on  the  5 
paras  cardboard  token  issued  by 
the  convent  Spiliani  on  the  is- 
land of  Ni ssyros/Mandraki  , and 
it  will  be  noted  that  the  equiv- 
alence of  "22  1/2"  is  indicated, 
however  the  date  of  issue  of  this 
token  is  unknown  (see  fig.  Ce?:). 

On  the  backs  of  the  two  tokens 
described  are  seals,  but  only 
the  date  of  1885  can  be  read. 

This  date  is  of  interest  because 
not  far  from  Perama  is  the  vil- 
lage of  Vatera  from  which  the  earliest  countermarked  coin  from  Lesvos 
is  known,  with  1881  as  part  of  the  countermark.  This  fact  would  indi- 
cate that  the  Perama  private  tokens  were  used  at  the  same  time  as  the 
countermarked  Ottoman  copper  coins  which  were  in  general  use  in  the 
island  villaaes  (8,9)  since  there  are  many  known  specimens  with  the 
date  1888  from  the  chief  town  Pilmar  (Ploumari). 


NISSYROS  fig . Lcl 


I wish  to  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  my  friend  Mr.  Pitidis  for  bring- 
ing the  tokens  to  my  attention. 
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********** ***************************************************** ******* 

ELIZABETH  II  CORONATION  MEDALS?  According  to  records  there  were  no 
"official  medals"  struck  by  the  British  government.  It  was  Spink  & 

Son  of  London  (medallists)  who  issued  a gold  medal  to  honor  her  coron- 
ation in  1953.  By  the  way  Spink  & Son  have  issued  quite  a range  of 
medals  in  their  very  long  history;  unknown  if  there  is  a generally 
available  list  of  their  commemorative  medals.  Does  anyone  know? 
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NUMISMATICS  AND  PHILATELY 


COMPARED,  BALANCED  AND  APPRAISED 

(FROM  A POLISH  PERSPECTIVE) 

(From  a talk  made  before  the  Polish  American  Numismatic 
Society  in  November  1986  and  published  now) 

Arthur  J.  Majewski , Detroit,  Michigan,  USA.,  NI  # 1166 


A king  derives  no  more  pleasure 
through  reading  than  I do. 

Considering  that  collecting  coins  has  been  with  us  since  times  of 
antiquity  while  the  first  postage  stamp  was  issued  in  the  1840s,  it 
appears  that  coin  collectors  have  a tendency  to  peer  down  their  long 
numismatic  noses  on  the  new  kid  on  the  block.  An  attempt  here  is  made 
to  examine  this  field. 

Simi lari  ties  Both,  the  stamp  and  coin  collector,  have  two  character- 
i sties'  in  common.  First,  they  both  are  fascinated  with  history.  And 
second,  both  are  obsessed  with  the  squirrel's  instinct  for  accumulation. 

Differences  Most  simply  the  differences  can  be  described  as  follows: 
the  stamp  collector  has  the  mentality  of  a librarian  who  loves  the 
printed  word  and  pictures.  Now  the  coin  collector  has  the  mind  of  a 
museum  curator  who  is  concerned  with  actual  relics  of  history. 

Advantages  of  Stamps 

1.  More  versatile  Since  governments  find  it  easier  to  issue  stamps 
than  to  mint  coins,  more  can  be  illustrated  of  the  great  events,  per- 
sonalities, culture  and  ideals  of  the  issuing  country.  To  illustrate, 
in  the  interwar  period  (1919-1939),  Poland  issued  589  stamps  and  only 

30  basic  coins.  (To  this  total,  four  German  puppet,  " Krolestwo  Polskie" 
could  possibly  be  added.)  Thus,  as  a public  relations  and  teaching 
medium,  stamps  are  by  far  a more  suitable  vehicle. 

2.  Less  expensive  Collecting  of  stamps  is  not  as  demanding  on  the 
purse/wallet  as  coins.  Primarily  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  cancel- 
led postage  stamps  are  acceptable.  Further,  in  acquiring  stamps  for 

a Polish  collection,  the  most  expensive  specimens  range  in  the  area 
of  one  hundred  dollars.  These  would  be  the  Austrian  overprints  of 
World  War  I.  Poland's  first  stamp,  issued  under  Russian  domination 
in  1860,  sells  for  less  than  fifty  dollars.  This  opens  the  hobby  to 
chi Idren. 

Further,  the  equipment  necessary  for  stamp  collectors  (Album,  Scott's 
Catalogue,  tongs  (special  tweezers)  for  holding  stamps,  perforation 
guage,  watermark  trays  and  solution,  and  stamp  hinges)  can  be  acquired 
for  less  than  fifty  dollars.  Coin  collections,  on  the  other  hand, 
require  safty  deposit  boxes,  extensive  libraries,  metallurgical  know- 
ledge, and  insurance.  Hardly  a hobby  for  children,  unless  one  limits 
them  to  penny-collections  with  the  limitations  of  learning  opportu- 
nities inherent  therein. 
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3.  Compactness  of  Collections  Very  little  space  is  needed  to  main- 
tain an  album  and  other  paraphernalia  of  the  stamp  collector.  Not  so 
with  a coin  enthusiast  with  boxes,  envelopes,  penny  boards,  etc.. 

Thus,  a wife  prefers  a stamp  collector  to  a coin  fanatic. 

Advantages  of  Coins 

1.  Relics  of  History  Whereas  stamps  have  been  with  us  only  since 
1840,  coins  have  been  with  us  since,  and  even  before, Greco-Roman 
times.  In  a phrase,  with  coins  you  have  a link  with  your  ancestors, 
while  with  stamps  you  have  a link  with  your  relatives. 

2.  Intrinsic  value  Stamps,  especially  cancelled  stamps,  have  no  in- 
trinsic value,  they  are  merely  paper.  Whereas  coins,  no  matter  what 
their  condition,  are  still  gold,  silver,  platinum,  etc.  They  maintain 
the  value  of  the  metal.  To  know  these  noble  metals,  one  needs  metal- 
lurgical and  economic  knowledge  beyond  the  ordinary.  True,  this  fact 
also  attracts  profiteers  and  businessmen  instead  of  true  altruistic 
scholars  and  collectors. 

Disseminating  of  Information A Comparison 

For  this  purpose,  Poland's  experience  will  be  used.  Equally  important 
is  that  between  the  wars,  Poland  was  a republic,  and  after  World  War  II, 
she  was  placed  under  a socialistic  form  of  rule.* * 

Specimens  issued 


Stamps  of  the  interwar  period  589 

Coins  of  the  ir.terwar  period  26 

Stamps  of  the  post-World  War  II  period  1240 

Coins  of  the  post-World  War  II  period  22 


Most  honored  individuals 


Interwar  honoz'ees  on  Stamps 
Political:  Pi Isudski 


honored  12  times 


Cultural:  Paderewski 
Konarski 
Kaczkowski 

Sienkiewicz 


Koperni k(us) 
Chopi n 
Slowacki 


each  honored  1 time 


People’s  Poland 

Political:  President  Bierut 
Cultural:  Kopernik(us)  and  Chopin 

Interwar  honorees  on  Coins 

Political:  Pi Isudski 
Cultural  : 


honored  7 times 
each  honored  8 times 


honored  5 times 
No  one  honored  on  coins 


* Only  twenty  years  of  People's  Poland  was  used  to  approximate  the 
same  duration  with  the  republican  period. 
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People's  Poland  - Coins 

Political:  Kosciuszko  & Kazimierz  Wielki  each  honored  .1  time 
Cultural:  Kopernik(us)  honored  1 time 


Number  of  individuals  honored 


Interwar  period f number honored  on  Stamps 


Pol i ti cal : 
Cultural : 


21  honored 
6 honored 


People's  Poland,  number  honored  on  Stamps 


Political : 
Cultural : 


31  honored 
51  honored 


Interwar  period 3 number  honored  on  Coins 


Political : 
Cultural : 


4 honored 

No  one  honored  on  coins 


People  's  Poland 3 number  honored  on  Coins 


Pol i ti cal  : 
Cul  tural : 


2 honored 
1 honored 


Percentage  of  Stamps  in  respect  to  government  to  culture 
Interwar  period 

6.5%  related  to  politics  and  history 

1.5%  related  to  culture 

92.0%  had  non-commital  artistic  designs 

Peop  le's  Po  land 

10.5 % related  to  politics  and  culture 

8.5%  related  to  culture 

81.0%  had  non-commital  artistic  designs 


Percentage  of  Coins  in  respect  to  government  to  culture 
Interval1  period 

10%  related  to  politics  and  history 
0%  related  to  culture 
90%  had  non-commital  artistic  designs 


People  's  Poland 

5.0%  related  to  politics  and  history 
2.5%  related  to  culture 
92.5%  had  non-commital  artistic  designs 

Foreigners  Honored. 

Interwar  period : Only  two,  Washington  & Paine.  Surprisingly,  Woodrow 
Wilson  was  never  so  honored. 

People's  Poland:  25  foreigners  were  honored,  however,  Russians  pre- 
dominated in  this  list. 
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INFORMATION  FROM  ROYAL  MINT  & HAMBURG  MINT  ON  SOUTH  VIET  NAM  & CAMBODIA 
COINAGES 


(Ed:  NI  Member  John  L.  Pieratt  has  received  correspondence  from  the 

above  mints  on  coinages  struck  for  South  Viet  Nam  & Cambodia  and  has 
asked  that  we  share  this  with  other  NI  members.) 

A letter  to  David  Vice,  Esq.,  Format  of  Birmingham  Ltd,  Birmingham 
from  G.  P.  Dyer,  Librarian  & Curator,  Royal  Mint  outlined  the  follow- 
ing information  on  certain  issues  of  South  Viet  Nam  and  Khmer  Republic: 

"SOUTH  VIETNAM  50  ZU , 1963.  The  issue  of  1960  was  undertaken  by  the 
Royal  Mint  but  these  coins  of  1963  were  struck  elsewhere  and  I fear 
that  I have  no  further  information. 

"SOUTH  VIETNAM  50  DONG,  1975.  Our  file  shows  that  at  the  end  of  Aug- 
ust 1974  the  National  Bank  of  Vietnam  in  Saigon  placed  with  the  Royal 
Mint  an  order  for  fifty  million  of  these  coins.  They  were  to  be  made 
in  cupro-nickel  clad  steel,  with  a standard  weight  of  five  grammes 
and  a standard  diameter  of  26  millimetres.  In  accordance  with  designs 
supplied  by  the  National  Bank,  the  obverse  was  to  show  two  Vietnamese 
peasants  planting  rice  while  the  reverse  was  to  show  the  denomination- 
al value  with  a surrounding  inscription.  The  coins  were  to  be  dated 
1975. 

"There  was  then  a delay  while  the  designs  were  modelled  in  the  Royal 
Mint  Engraving  Department.  Amendments  were  required  by  the  National 
Bank  and  it  was  not  until  March  1975  that  a sample  piece  was  approved. 
By  then  the  situation  in  South  Vietnam  was  becoming  increasingly  crit- 
ical an  we  were  not  altogether  sure  whether  it  was  sensible  to  con- 
tinue work  on  the  order.  Large  quantities  of  blanks,  however,  had 
been  received  from  a sub-contractor  and  with  the  first  shipment  of 
coins  due  to  be  made  in  May  it  was  decided  to  proceed  cautiously  with 
the  striking  of  an  initial  quantity  of  coins. 

"Hardly  had  striking  commenced  when  we  learned  that  sailings  to  Saigon 
had  been  suspended.  Work  on  the  contract  thereupon  ceased  and  with 
events  developing  rapidly  in  Vietnam  it  quickly  became  apparent  that 
the  coins  would  not  be  required.  In  all  some  1,010,000  coins  had  been 
struck  and  these  were  subsequently  disposed  of  as  scrap  metal,  though 
specimens  were  of  course  retained  for  the  Royal  Mint  collection. 

"KHMER  REPUBLIC  ONE  RIEL,  1970.  In  November  1969  the  Royal  Mint  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  National  Bank  of  Cambodia  for  5,000,000  one 
riel  coins.  These  were  to  be  made  in  cupro-nickel,  with  a standard 
weight  of  2.825  grammes  and  a standard  diameter  of  19.4  millimetres. 
Designs  were  supplied  by  the  National  Bank  and  the  coins  were  to  be 
dated  1969. 

" Models  were  prepared  by  Norman  Si  liman  but  several  amendments  to 
the  design  proved  to  be  necessary  and  it  was  not  until  May  1971  that 
final  approval  of  the  coins,  now  dated  1970,  was  obtained.  Striking 
took  place  during  the  autumn  of  1971  and  the  5,000,000  coins  were 
shipped  to  the  Khmer  Republic  about  the  end  of  October  1971.  Apart 
from  a subsequent  note  in  January  1973  that  the  coins  were  not  expect- 
ed to  be  issued  in  the  foreseeable  future,  there  is  no  further  infor- 
mation on  the  file  about  what  happened  to  the  coins  after  they  reached 
their  final  destination." 
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A letter  to  Mr.  Pieratt  from  an  official  of  the  Hamburg  Mint  outlined 
the  following  information  on  South  Vietnam  coinage  Y7a,  Y10  & Yll: 

"1968:  20  Dong 

Diameter:  30mm 

Weight:  9 g 

Metal:  Nickel -clad-steel 

Designer:  Klaus  Luckey 

Engraver:  Henry  Heuer 

Version  A 

Legend:  NGAN-HANG  QUOC-GIA  VIET-NAM 

Mintage:  14.5  Million  Strikes 

Version  B 

Legend:  CH I EN-D I CHTHE-G I 01  CHONG  NAN  DO 

Mintage:  0.5  Million  Strikes 

"1971:  1 Dong 

Diameter:  22.5mm 

Weight:  3.6  g 

Metal:  Ni ckel -clad-steel 

Mintage:  8 Million  Strikes" 

The  information  on  the  above  three  coins  goes  on  to  state  that  the 
Hamburg  Mint  did  not  strike  these  coins  for  South-Vietnam  directly, 
but  on  order  and  for  the  account  of  Vereinigte  Deutsche  Metallwerke  AG 
of  Westfalen. 

********************************************************************** 


A SESTERTIUS  DEPICTING  CALIGULA'S  THREE  SISTERS 


that  when  giving  all  oaths,  the  names  of  his  sisters  should  be  joined 
with  his  own.  He  assigned  them  all  the  honors  of  the  Vestals,  but 
ended  up  by  seducing  all  three  of  them.  When  his  passion  cooled  he 
banished  Agrippina  and  Julia  to  a distant  place,  while  Drusilla 
escaped  him  by  death.  It  was  at  this  time  that  these  coins  were 
struck,  having  second  thoughts  for  his  past  actions. 


Agrippina,  Drusilla  and  Julia,  the 
three  sisters  of  the  Roman  emperor 
Caligula,  are  featured  in  the  guise 
of  the  Roman  goddesses  Securitas, 
Piatas  and  Fortuna  respectively, 
on  the  reverse  of  a sestertius  is- 
sued with  the  public  authority  of 
the  Senate  (Senatus  Consulto, 
"S.C.").  At  the  beginning  of  his 
reign,  when  he  still  had  some  re- 
gard for  his  own  family,  Caligula 
advanced  his  sisters  to  the  highest 
posts  of  dignity.  He  also  ordered 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 


Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 
C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  (----)  = Com- 
plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 


INDIA  - BRITISH  REGAL:  Y5  - 1862;  Y16  - 1877C,  1882,  1886C,  1888B,  . 

1887C,  1890C,  1893C,  1895,  1898,  1899,  1901;  Y17  - 1894,  1897;  Y18  - 
1877C , 1887B,  1888B,  1889C,B,  1890C,  1891 C , 1897,  1900;  Y23  - 1901C; 
Y27  - 1906;  Y27a  - 1907;  Y29  - 1903;  Y29a  - 1906,  1907;  Y30  - 1907, 
1908,  1910;  Y31  - 1903;  Y32  - 1907;  Y35  - 1918,  1919,  1920,  19 FTT 
1926B , 1927B  ,C,  1928C,  1929,  1932  , 1933,  1935,  1936B  ,C ; Y36  - 1912, 
1914,  1916,  1921,  1932,  1936;  Y37  - 1911,  1913,  1917,  1918,  1920, 

1926C , 1930C,  1935C , 1936B ,C;  Y38  - 1912,  1917,  1918,  1919,  1935B, 
1936B ; Y39  - 1918C,  1920C,  1924C,  1927B,  1929,  1930,  1935B; 

1919C,  1920B ; Y43  - 1919;  Y45  - 1913B,  1917B,  1918C;  Y47  - 1939B; 

Y47a  - 1939C;  Y49  - 1939C;  Y49a  - 1939;  Y50  - 1939B ,C;  Y50a~^T940B  ,C , 

1941,  1942;  Y51a(HC)  - 1943B,  1943P,  1944B;  Y51a(FC)  - 1945C,L;  Y52  - 
1942C , 1943,  1944;  Y52a~^T  Y5T^~1939B;  Y53a  - CX  (1944B,  1945B); 
Y53b  - 1940B , 1941B,  1946B ,C ; Y54  - 1940:  Y54a  - C X (1944C);  Y54b  - 

1941B,  1946B , 1947C;  Y55  - 1940;  Y55a  - 1940B,  1973;  Y55b  - 1943B, 

1944B , 1945B;  Y56a  - 1940B;  Y56b  - 1943B,  1944L,  1945L  sm.  dateT 
Y57a  - 1942  , T944B , 1945B  sm.  date;  Y58-  C;  Y59  - C;  Y60  - 1947B. 


INDIA  - REPUBLIC:  Y61.1  - 1950B;  Y61.2  - 1950C;  Y61a  - CX  ( 1951 C , 

1953Hd,  1954hd,  1955Hd);  Y62  - 1950B;  Y63  - 1950B,  1954B;  Y64  - C; 

Y54  - 1951B ; Y65a  - CX  (1956,  1957TT  Y66a  - 1956;  Y67  - 1950;  Y68  - 
1957B , 1959B,C,Hd,  1960B,  1961 B ,C ; Y68a  - 1962B,C,  1963H;  Y69  - 1957B, 
1959B , 1 962 C , 1963B ,C ; Y70  - 1958C,  1959B,  1961C,  1962B,C,  1963C; 

Y71  - 1957F7  I^BSBT  1959C,  1961B,  1961CTY72  - 1949C,  1960C,  1962B, 
1963B ; Y73  - 1961 C , 1962C;  Y74  - 1962;  Y75  - 1964B ,C;  Y76  - 1964C; 

Y77  - 1965B,C,  1967C;  Y78  - 1965B,C,  1966C;  YTSaT^  1967B  short  5, 
1968B;  Y79  - 1965B,C,  1966C;  Y79a  - 1969FT  Y80,l  - 1964B;  Y81.1  - 
1964C;  Y81.3  - 1969C;  Y82  ND  B;  Y82a  - C;  Y83  - ND  B;  Y84  - C to 
1968  X (1967B ,C) , 1 971 H , 1972B;  Y85  - 1965B,  1 966B ,C , 1 968B ,^I975H ; 

Y86  - 1970B;  Y87  - CX  (ND  B);  Y88  - ND  -B:  Y8<Pnj[T& 1971B, 
1972B , 1974C;  YB93  - 1973B,  1974B,  197517  Y94.1  - 1973B,  197417715.2 
- 1975B;  Y98  - 1973B;  Y107  - 1976B. 


INDONESIA:  British  Sumatra:  C22  - 1786;  C25a  - C.  Dutch:  Doit 
1744,  1750,  1955  , 1770;  Duit  1743,  1764;  CF2  - 1784,  17117  1790, 

1794;  CG2  - 1780;  CH2a  - 1786,  1790.  Batavian  Republic;  C49  - 1809; 
C50  - 1808;  C65  - 1826;  C66  - 1826;  C71  - 1 839 J . Dutch  East  Indies: 

Y1  - 1860;  Y2  - 1859,  1860;  Y5  - 1854;  Y6  - 1854;  Y12  - 1909;  Y14a  - 
1939,  1 941 S , 1942S,  1945S;  Y15  - 1917;  Y15a  - 1941P,  1942S;  Y17  - 1922; 

• Y18.2  - 1937,  1945;  Y20  - 1945;  Y21  - 1938,  1942,  1945P ,D ; P33  - C. 

Indonesia:  Y1  to  Y7  - C;  Y13  - C;  Y16  to  Y21  - CX~(7T8  - 1973).  ' 

Riau  Archipelago:  Y8  to  Y12  - C;  Y 1 1 a - C;  Y12a  - C. 

Timur:  Y1  - 1951;  Y8  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - C. 


IRAN:  Y23  - AH1326;  Y24  - AH1318*  Y29  - C;  Y71  - AH1333:  Y104  - 
SFT 31 5 ; Y128  - 1317,  1320,  1321/0;  Y129  - 1324;  Y130  - 132JI,  1324. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Slobadan  Sreckovic.  OTTOMAN  COINS  FROM  MINTS  IN  YUGOSLAVIA  ( OsmccnUj - 
ski  Novae  Kovan  na  tlu  Jugoslavia e)  . 206pp,  9V  x 6V , stiff  paper- 

laminated  covers.  Limited  edition  500  copies  published  by  the  author 
(Belgrade,  1987).  Available  from  Numismata  Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212, 
Tenafly,  New  Jersey  07670.  $56.00. 

This  book  is  a new  work  which  includes  a catalogue  of  345  coins  in  the 
collection  of  the  author  and  from  other  private  and  public  collections 
which  were  struck  in  the  mints  of  Rumelia,  now  a part  of  the  modern 
state  of  Yugoslavia. 

It  is  an  important  addition  to  the  voluminous  literature  in  all  langu- 
ages concerning  the  coinage  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  even  though  the 
number  of  mints  discussed  comprise  about  ten  percent  of  the  commonly 
known  active  mints  familiar  to  students  and  collectors. 

The  author's  treatment  of  the  many  types  of  the  Sultans'  coins  which 
have  survived,  mostly  akges,  presents  an  extremely  interesting  com- 
mentary on  the  organization  of  the  mints  and  the  strict  and  ingenious 
controls  exercised  by  all  the  Sultans  to  prevent  debasement  or  lower- 
ing of  the  standards  of  the  currency  ordered  by  the  central  mint  in 
Constantinople.  The  reader  will  find  that  the  presentation  of  the 
facts  together  with  photographs  and  splendid  line  drawings  of  the 
coins  makes  it  an  attractive  book  to  study.  In  the  introduction 
there  is  a description  of  how  the  Ottomans  took  over  the  mints  which 
were  already  operational  such  as  Novo  Brdo  (Novar)  and  at  the  same 
time  establishing  new  ones,  not  only  close  to  the  silver  mines  of 
Srebrenica,  Kratovo  and  Kucajna,  but  near  the  larger  settlements 
and  towns  of  Skoplje,  Sarejevo,  Ohrid  and  Banja  Luka  from  the  time 
of  Sultan  Murad  II  (who  reigned  twice,  1421-44  and  1445-51)  until 
Suleyman  II  (1642-1691). 

The  information  he  gives  on  the  mints,  their  history  and  operation 
is  especially  valuable  because  it  is  based  on  his  study  of  the  twenty 
nine  firmans  sent  to  Rumelia  between  1564  and  1583.  He  heads  each 
section  with  the  mint  place  name  in  Arabic  script  in  the  different 
styles  as  found  on  the  coins. 

A noteworthy  feature  is  another  section  concerning  the  words  and  in- 
scriptions in  the  Arabic  script  which  appear  on  the  coins  such  as 
Khallada  mulkahu,  °azza  nasra.hu,  duribe , sultSn,  shah,  kMn , bin  and 
fl  which  show  clearly  the  calligraphic  changes  and  arrangements  made 
during  certain  years  as  directed  by  the  reigning  sultan.  This  info- 
rmation is  of  great  help  in  identifying  many  of  the  akges  which  are 
badly  or  only  partially  struck. 

The  gold,  silver  and  the  few  copper  coins  described  in  the  catalogue 
section  of  the  work,  pages  53-198,  includes  a short  historical  re- 
view for  each  of  the  fourteen  sultans  from  Murad  II  to  Suleyman  II 
with  their  name  in  the  Arabic  script  {in  diagrammatic  form).  Each 
coin  is  illustrated  by  a photograph  of  a specimen  in  the  author's 
collection,  or  for  some  of  the  elusive  coins,  from  the  eighteen 
private  and  public  collections  which  the  author  has  consulted.  In 
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a parallel  column  are  exquisite  drawings  of  every  coin  showing  the 
complete  legends  as  they  would  appear  on  a perfectly  struck  coin. 

This  ideal  presentation  permits  the  reader  to  study  the  whole  range, 
of  all  types  of  akges  which  are  in  chronological  order  by  date  and 
design  within  those  year  dates.  The  classification  and  order  are 
derived  from  the  study  of  the  Ottoman  documents,  and  the  weight  and 
diameter  is  given  beside  the  mint  place  name. 

The  meticulous  work  done  by  the  author  in  this  catalogue  section  will 
be  of  inestimable  value  to  anyone  working  with  newly  found  hoards  of 
akfes  or  with  similar  unattributed  quantities  resting  in  the  vaults  of 
museums.  No  other  publication  in  Ottoman  numismatics  since  C'uneyt 
Olfer's  classic  monograph  on  the  coins  of  the  Sons  of  Bayezid  (1968) 
provides  such  a useful  compendium  for  the  close  study  of  a series 
of  Ottoman  coins  and  their  varieties  of  design. 

As  an  example  of  Mr.  Sreckovic's  detailed  work,  the  coins  of  Suleyman 
I are  introduced  by  an  historical  note  on  the  striking  of  the  gold 
coins  illustrated  with  specimens  of  the  altuns  in  periods  II  and  III 
(1534-1566  AD)  and  is  followed  by  the  catalogue  of  187  akces  (all 
with  the  accession  date  of  926)  of  which  there  are  ten  type  classifi- 
cations in  period  J (1520-34  AD),  twenty-two  in  period  II  (1534-55  AD), 
and  fourteen  in  period  III  (1555-66  AD).  The  author  has  left  many 
rectangles  open  in  each  classification  which  will  enable  the  collect- 
or to  insert  a photo  or  a sketch  of  unlisted  coins  which  may  be  found. 
In  this  regard,  the  reviewer  noticed  that  under  the  Novo  Brdo  mint  a 
type  "A"  obverse  for  the  Mehmed  II  855  dated  coin  is  shown.  This  is 
a design  which  happens  to  have  been  used  by  seven  Ottoman  mints  and 
there  are  at  least  nine  variants  known  which  involve  the  changing 
of  the  position  of  the  words  around  "Mehmed".  Perhaps  this  should 
have  been  mentioned. 

Some  readers  may  wonder  about  the  absence  of  the  place  names  of 
Semendre  (Smedervo)  Srebrenik  and  Eajnice  in  this  work.  But  the 
author  states  that  these  places  were  never  listed  as  mints  in  the 
firmans  sent  to  Rumelia  in  the  1 6 th-1 7th  centuries.  He  reminds  us 
though  that  Cajnice  when  read  in  the  Arabic  script  can  be  confused 
with  Janja,  the  famous  silver  mines  in  Asia  Minor  (this  reviewer 
does  recall  that  this  mint  was  not  mentioned  in  the  travels  of  the 
delightful,  observant  and  loquacious  traveler  Evliya  Chelebi  when  he 
wrote  about  the  coining  establishments  in  Rumelia  during  Murad  IV's 
time,  also  it  was  read  by  Ismail  Ghalib,  accurately,  on  page  "b"  in 
his  catalogue  published  in  1890). 

The  English  text  was  provided  by  Branka  KostiC-JurisiC  and  it  is 
good  to  note  that  there  are  very  few  minor  typographical  errors  in 
this  well  produced  book  printed  on  fine  paper  throughout.  The  light 
green  coloured  cover  bears  the  national  flag  across  the  left  hand 
top  corner. 

I can  recommend  it  for  purchase  for  all  serious  collectors  and  lib- 
raries with  collections  of  works  on  Islamic  numismatics. 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  MacKenzie 

STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OR  WORLD  COINS , by  Chester  L.  Krause  and  Clifford 
Mishler,  edited  by  Colin  Bruce  II,  1988,  1632pp,  i 11  us . Available 
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from  the  publisher  Krause  Publications,  700  East  State  Street,  Iola, 
Wisconsin  54990  at  $29.95.  Postal  orders  are  $2.50  additional  for 
US  residents,  and  $4.50  additional  for  order  shipped  outside  of  US. 

The  1988  edition  of  the  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  WORLD  COINS,  released 
in  June  of  1987,  catalogues  more  than  114,000  world  coins  issued  be- 
tween 1806  and  1987.  More  than  43,000  actual  size  coin  photos  are 
included.  Valuations  from  nearly  200  contributors  are  given  in  up  to 
four  grades  of  preservation  for  each  date  coin.  Actual  size  photos 
are  shown  for  all  type  coins. 

A typical  entry  in  the  catalogue  might  include  an  actual  size  photo, 
catalogue  numbers,  denomination,  date,  mint  of  issue,  metallic  compos- 
ition, commemorative  description,  special  finish  or  "Proof  Designation", 
mintage  figures  (when  available),  total  weight  in  grams,  percentage 
of  silver  in  coin,  actual  silver  weight  in  ounces  and  market  value. 

New  features  added  to  the  1988  catalogue  include:  cataloguing  the 

coinage  from  1806-1834  including  the  Swiss  Cantonal  Monetary  Reform 
Coinage  era;  in-depth  coverage  of  coinage  of  Ferdinand  VII  of  Spain 
plus  all  the  colonial  issues  and  War  of  Independence  coinage,  includ- 
ing the  wealth  of  Mexican  issues;  and  expanded  listings  for  the  Otto- 
man Empire,  now  including  coverage  of  Mahmud  II  for  all  mints  of  issue. 

Introductory  tables  and  sections  include:  instant  identifier,  mono- 

grams, alphabetic  glossaries  of  country  names,  abbreviations,  mints, 
denominations  and  legends,  plus  actual  silver,  gold  and  platinum 
charts  for  determining  bullion  values. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 
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needed,  names  of  designer,  engravers  missing  in  all  current  books. 

Laos:  KM31  Stag  head,  KM8-18  Kip,  KM8-18  Att.  IndoChina:  KM25  kC, 

KM26-27  1C,  5C  Aluminum.  Cambodia:  Prag  Bat  issues.  Token  Tnl  1897, 

Gadoury  #12  to  21,  KM60-66  1974  Riels.  Tonkin:  Y1  1905  1/600. 

South  Vietnam:  Y6 ,7 ,8 ,8a  ,9 ,9a  , 1 3 ,14 . Michael  Mitchiner  Vietnam  4573 

500  Cash,  4574  10  Cash.  North  Vietnam:  Y1  ,2,2a, 3, 4,  XU  Hoa  Dong, 

Y5 ,6 ,7.  Socialist  Vietnam:  Y8 ,9 , lOTTl  ,12 ,13,14  XU  Hao. 

B.  F.  Brekke,  Box  304,  Chapala,  Jal.,  Mexico.  Specialized  collector 
of  Russian  copper  coins  1700-1917  is  interested  in  receiving  list  or 
auction  catalogues  containing  larger  groups  or  especially  rare  speci- 
mens . 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to 
NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 
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